The potential association between smoking and endodontic disease.
The aim of this review was to analyse the literature to assess the possibility of an association between smoking and endodontic disease and the prognosis of endodontically treated teeth. The review of the prognosis of endodontically treated teeth involved taking account of any potential associations with smoking and endodontic disease and marginal periodontitis, and smoking and prosthodontic outcomes. In addition, the role of smoking in implant failure and surgical wound healing was analysed with a view to drawing parallels regarding the possible implications of smoking on the outcome of surgical endodontics. A MEDLINE and Cochrane library search including smoking and various endodontic keyword searches identified three papers which discussed the variables, and did not just mention them separately in the text. The literature demonstrates a paucity of evidence relating smoking with endodontic disease and prognosis, but nevertheless presents evidence of a possible influence on the prognosis of endodontically treated teeth in smokers and a likely increase in surgical complications. The possible merits of a smoking cessation protocol prior to surgical endodontics are also discussed.